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I Detection ofthe | 

Meaning and Wicked Deſiag 

ht Of a Book intitul'd, N | \ N 
A Plain and Eaſie Method with the Drisrs. 


O VU will hereby find, that I have not been 
altogether unmindful of the Promiſe I made 
WU you, of ſending you my Thoughts and-Opi- 
nion concerning a Diſcourſe intitul'd, £ 
Plain and Eaſie Method with the Deiſts : The Occaſion . 
whereof, was a long Conference which paſs'd between 
your ſelf, and me, and two er three more Gentlemen, 
at your Houſe, when I was laſt in London, concerning 
the Preſent State of the C}.. iſtian Religion in moſ 
parts of the World, and the ſeveral ObſtruQians 
with which it has all-along encounter'd; together 
with the trueſt and ſafeſt Method of Recovering its 
Credit, and Reconciling it to the more General Reſpelt 
and Approbation of Mankind, For we could not (as 1 
well remember) at that time refrain our heavy Com- 
plaints, and Reſentments: That, notwithſtandi 

the Chriſtian Religion muſt he acknowledg'd by all, 
to be the moſt Pure, Spiritual, and moſt ſuitable to 
the Nature of created Intelligent Beings; And not- 
withſtanding it is ſo aptly accommodated to the Con- 
vemience, and juſt Liberty of human Enjoyments, 
and To conducive to the General Good and Happinefs 
of Mankind; Yet has it, from its firſt Eſtablithmen& 
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in the World, been oppos'd, and diſcountenanc'd by 
Ader ſaries of all forts, and degrees; by Jews, Turks, 
_ Heathens, Atheiſts, and other Infidels trom without, 
as well as Hypocrites, Apoſtates, and Carnal-minded 
Men from within; inſomuch that it would be endleſs 
to recount the feveral Ways, and Means, which the 
Devil, in conjunction with the reſt of its malicious, 
and cratry Enemies, have found out, and put in'pta- 
ctice, to extinguiſh, or at leaſt eclipſe, its Light and 
| Splendor in the World: Sometimes by Force, and 
Violence, perſecuting its Members with Fire, and 
Sword; ſometimes by Flattery, and baſe fawning In- 
ſinuations, drawing them into Snares; ſometimes by 
dividing them into ſeveral Sects, and Parties; ſome- 
times by corrupting their Integrity, by Propoſals of 
Secular Advantage : As well as by introducing Artifi- 
cial Forgeries into the Writings, and DoGrin-s, Ad 
caſting ſeveral odious Calumnies, and Reflections up- 
on the Perſons of its ſincereſt Profeſſors in all Ages: 
To which may be added, the great proneneſs, and in- 
clination that is to be found in all Men, to the ſatis 
faction of their ſenſual Luſts, and Pleaſures, All 
which, to humane Reaſon, and Appearance, ſeem ſuch 
inſũuperable Impediments to the growth, and ſtrength 
of Chriſtianity, that the Continuanee of its glorious 
Profeſſion amongſt us obght to be look'd upon as no 
leſs an Effect of the Power, than the Goodneſs of its 
Almighty Author. But, beſides the Obſtructions it 
has all-along met with from its avow'd or conceal'l 
Adverſaries, it is above all Religions more particular- 
Iy unfortunate, in being prejudic'd and expos'd, by 
the unwary Conduct of its profeſs'd Friends, and 
reateſt Admirers ; who, from an inconſiderate Zeal 
for its Encreaſe, and Propagation, have undertaken 
to defend it with ſuch weak, and inconcluſive Reaſc 
nings, as have ſerv'd only to expoſe both it, and then- 
ſelves, to Deriſion and Contempt. 
- Thek 
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- Theſe Reflections naturally led us to conſider the 
ſeberal Cauſes of this Univerſal Decay of Chriſtian 
Faith, and Piety; and which more particularly have 
occaſion'd ſo much Infidelity, and Blaſphemy againff 
the holy Scriptures:; ſo far, that the Belief of them is 
not only publickly ridicul'd, and expos'd by a very 
conſiderable Party of Men, of no mean Abilities, At- 

tainments, and Intereſt in the World ; but made in- 
different, and ineffectual, by a much-greater number 
of Politick Hypocrites, who profeſs Religion only 
for Faſhion ſake, no otherwiſe than as they wear their 
Cloaths, that they may not ſeem particular; and by 

that means deprive themſelves of all the Hopes, and 
Secular Aims they propoſe to themſelves, by a ready 
complyance with Eſtabliſh'd Cuſtoms, and Syſtems. 
We at laſt; all of us except your ſelf, concluded, That 

_ theſe ungodly, and notorious Abuſes, have ( beſides 

the common depravity of human Nature) proceeded 
_ chiefly from the Corruption, Ill conduct, Ignorance, 
and Ambition of thoſe, to whom we of the Laity have 
all- along moſt blindly intruſted the Conduct of our 

Conſciences, and the Defence of our Religion. Theſe we 
divided into three ſorts; of the firſt kind, there are 
ſome who knowingly, and on purpoſe, have made uſe 
of unlawful Practices in favour of the Goſpel of Jeſus 
 Chriit. Others out of Ignorance, and Weakneſs, have 
by their unskilful handling of the Controverſie, done 
infinite Diſſervice to the Cauſe of Chriſtianity; whilſt 
there are others of the ſame Stamp, and Character in 
the World, who make it their continual buſineſs to 
ſacrifice its Intereſts, and holy Myſteries, to the Pride 
and Ambition of their own particular Sect, or Party; 
and make it countenance ſuch abſurd, and miſchievous. 
Principles, as are calculated only to ſerve their Ava- 
rice, and Luſt of Dominion. Of the firſt kind, we 
may inſtance particularly in thoſe, who from a wrong 
Apprehenſion, That either it was lawful to uſe indi- 
rect Means for maintaining ſo good a Cauſe; or, * 
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the Chriſtian Religion did really ſtand in need: of ſych 
* Unwarrantable Methods to ſupport it; have male 
no ſcruple to forge, and impoſe upon the World, as 
- genuine, ſuch Acts, and Monuments, as they thought 
might be of ſervice to the Chriſtian Syſtem, and Pro- 
feſſion : Which being at length diſcover'd by their 
ſubtile Adverſaries to be ſpurious, and ſuppoſititious, 
have prov'd an occaſion of great Offence to all ſincere 
Chriſtians, of Triumph to the Enemies of the Goſpel, 
and an Interruption to its Progreſs in the World. 
Such (for Inſtance) were the Oracles and Prophecies 
of the Sibyls, Hyſtaſpes, &c. either actually counterfeix 
ted, or violently and knowingly ſupported by Herma, 
Fuſtin the Martyr, Clemens Alexandrinus, and the Fa- 
thers of the ſecond Century, as ſo many Inſpirations 
and Predictions in favour of the Chriſtian Revelati- 
on; which ſerv'd, in the end, for nothing elſe, hut 
to expoſe their Perſons and Doctrines to the ſcorn and 
deteſtation of their Heathen Antagoniſts, 
he ſecond kind (whoſe Zeal is without Know- 
ledge) may perhaps appear leſs criminal, but every 
whit as dangerous; and, tho' not deſignedly, have, 
at leaſt eventually, prov'd the Inſtruments of much 
Miſchief to the Church, and Goſpel of Chriſt, 
The third ſort is ſtill the moſt dangerous of All, 
and has proved of infinite diſſervice to Chriſt iani- 
ty, by difarming it of all its glorious Attributes, 
and peculiar Advantages, which diſt inguiſ it from 
the Superſtitions. and Follies of the Heathens, and 
the more grofs Forgeries, and Blaſphemies: of the 
Church of Rome. Theſe Men have conſider'd Reli- 
gion only as a Politick Inſtitution, to ſupport their 
Pride, Infolence, and unmeaſurable Dominion over 
the poor Laity: And, finding Chriſtianity entirely 
oppoſite to any ſuch impious Purpaſes, have endea- 
vour'd, by athoufand ways, to mix, and blend it with 
the Heathen Fables, and Idolatry ; and have given up 
their Religion, to fave and eſtabliſh their Power. The 
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famous Mr. Dodwell (ſometime ſince the Idol of High- 
Church) is a remarkable Inſtance of this kind; For, 
to prove the Divine Right of Epiſcopacy, (which de- 
pends upon the Authority of the Fathers of the ſecond 
and third Centuries) he endeavours to ſhew, we have 
no better Authority for tne Scriptures ; and ſo (as 
much as in him lies) gives up Ghriſtianity to a parti- 
cular Order of Prieſts. Father Simon does the fame, 
to ſupport the Traditions of the Church of Rome; and. 
in order to prove them of equal Authority with the 
Books of the Old and New Teſtament, endeavours to 
ſhew there is little or none for either ; by attempting 
to make out, that there are few or no Books in the Ca- 
non but are liable to great Objections, and have been 
rejected by ſome Sects of Chriſtians, and many by All 
of them, in ſome Ages ET RD 
The Remedy to theſe Evils occurr'd to our Minds, 
in a very plain and obvious manner: For, we eaſily 
perceiv'd, That there had all-along been wanting the 
true, and ſolid Foundation whereon to build and eſta» 
bliſn ſo noble a Superſtructure, as that of the Chriſti- 
an Religion; and tho? the Scriptutes themſelves are 
mdeed the only Foundation, yet the Methods that 
have hitherto been commonly made uſe of, for the de- 
fence of their Divine Authority, have prov'd very de- 
ſective, and unſatisfactory; the Remedy whereof 
we were ever like to deſpair of, from thoſe who have 
lo vilely betray'd, and abus'd the Truſt committed to 
their Care, and Management. Several Syſtems were 
then propos'd amongſt us; and that which was then 
offer d by my ſalf, was the reſult of ſeveral years Me- 
ditation, and moſt ſerious Reflection upon the preſent 
State of Chriſtianity ; and, which ſeems to me not 
only the true Baſis upon which our excellent, and moſt 
incomparable Revelation is built; but alſo, the only _ 
Means, under God, and the Influence of his Holy Spi- 
Tit, to put an effectual ſtop to that Inundation of Pro- 
Phaneneſs and Irreligion, which fo P's 
33 can- 


| Trandaloufly overſpreads the Univerſal Face ef Chri- 
ne A Syſtem, not only juſtifiable from. the 
athers, and moſt of the ſincereſt Profeſſors. of the 

Goſpel in all Ages, but ſupported withall the Evidence 

of Faith, and Experience, as well as from, the Nature, 

and Genuine Tendency of all Divine Revelation what- 
ſoever. But (whether from its Novelty, or the Pre- 
poſſeſſion, of the Company in favour of their,own O- 
inions) it was at that time ſa much diſreliſh'd, that 
did not think fit to inſiſt any longer in its Vindicati- 

on. Inſtead whereof, I thought my ſelf obliged ra- 

ther to give attention to what was offer'd by your 

ſelf, as an effectual Means, and anſwerable to all the 
Ends we had propos'd to our ſelves, thrò' the whole 
courſe of our Converſation., . You then were pleas'd 
to inform us, That notwithſtanding all we had been 
complaining of againſt the Clergy, there had been 
publiſh'd by one of that Order, a little Book againſt 

the Deiſts, with all the Force of Reaſon and Demon- 
Kration imaginable : That this alone was ſufficient to 
confound all the falſe, Reaſoniugs, and moſt ſubtile 
Cavils, and Evaſions, of Peiſts, Atheiſts, Jews, and 

all manner of Infidels: That if this Book were but ſo 
order'd and diſtributed, that every Family might have 

a the Privilege of reading, and conſidering its profound 
1 (and yet clear and evident) Arguments and 5 
quences, it would be a ſtanding. and never- failing 
Preſervative againſt all manner © f Infidelity and Licen- 
tious Thoughts: That this Book, tho' firſt Printed ſo 
many years ago, and with ſeveral ſubſequent Editi- 
ons, was never yet attempted to be Anſwer'd by He- 
retics, or Unbelievers : That it was approv'd of by 
our learned Univerſities, in a very diſtinguiſhing man- 
ner, as a Piece of eminent and important Service. to 

Teveal'd Religion: In ſhort, That the Wit, Learning 
and Judgment of it were altogether impregnable, and 

like a threefold Cord, that could not be broken. | 

was as glad to hear of a Book of this Nature, as . 
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ſorry 1 had never yet been acquainted with it; and 
therefore, ſuppreſſing what I had farther to urge in 
defence of my owh Syſtem, and not a little pleas'd, 
that I was hereby not only to enjoy the Peruſal of a 
Diſcourſe, that muſt give me infinite Satisfaction, but 
eaſe me of a great deal of Care and Trouble I was like- 
ly to be at upon the ſame Account, and for the ſame * 
Service ; I made you a ſolemn Promiſe to-read it over, 
and exafnine it with the utmoſt Care and Diligence, 
and then ſend you an Account of the Performance, ac- 
cording to my belt Ability in Judging. To diſcharge 
my Engagement therefore, I ſhall now freely com- 
municate to you my Sentiments of it; not thinking it 
neceſſary, either in Friendſhip, or good Manners, to 
_ excuſe my differing in Opinion from a Man of your 
Candor and Ingenuity ; which, were it not extraor- 
dinary, I ſhould not venture to treſpaſs upon, in ſo 
plain and homely a manner ; but ſhould rather bluſh, 
and be ſilent, than ſhock your Modeſty, in telling you 
how widely,and almoſt immenſely, I am forc'd to dit- 
fer, in this reſpect, from one, with whom in other 
matters I havealways held a perfect and entire Agree- 
ment: However, it is no ſmall Conſolation to me, 
That yon were always known to be a hearty and ſin- 
cere Lover of Truth, in the purſuit of which we both 
unanimouſly conſent, tho” we vary in the Means of at- 
_ taining it; which gives me no mal encouragement 
to hope, that in this alſo we ſhall be of one, and the 
Ame Opinion, after you have well conſider'd, and di- 
eſted the Reaſons I produce for my Aſſertion; (viz.) 
That this Book is no way anſwerable to the Character 
you were pleas'd to give it; nor of the leaſt Support, 
or Advantage to the Cauſe of Chriſtianity; But rather, 
a pernicious Contrivance to deſtroy and ſubvert the 
Truths and Doctrines of the Goſpel ; and gives up (as 
much as in him lies) the whole Cave of Religion to 
the Deiſts ; by putting the Proofs and Evidences of 
it upon an equal Foot and 5 with all the yew 
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and Idolatrous Superſtitions of Heatheniſm, and Pg- _ 
pery. And that, whereas many Others, in the Vindi- 
cation of the Chriſtian Religion, have diſcover'd a 
great Strength and Maſtery of Reaſon, and a great 
Acuteneſs, in turning to their Advantage all the Arts 
and Subtilties of Ledafning and Invention; this Au- 
thor appears wholly deſtitute of any ſuch Qualificati- 
ons, either natural or acquir'd; but, thro? the vain 
conceit of his own empty and trifling Performance, 
ſo much the more expoſes the Principles of our Holy 
Religion, to the Contempt and Inſults of Deiſts, Jews, 
and Atheiſts ; and, thro' his unlucky and miſguided 
Zeal, has done all the miſchief he was capable df 
to the Cauſe he nndertakes, and profeſfes to defend. 
Tho' whether he really intended any ſuch thing as the 
Good of Religion, is very uncertain: Nor is it leſs 
difficult to find out, under which of the three fore- 
mention'd Heads it will be moft proper to rank this 
doughty Champion of the Orthodox Faith, fince he 
ſo juſtly repreſents them all; and it were an Injury to 
deprive him of his lawfull claim to the Title of the 
Three-headed Monſter, tho” a very ſhallow one. For, 
as to the firſt, we find him reviving that old exploded 
Piece of Villany, the Sibylline Prophecies (page 120) 
and ridiculouſly confirming their Authority from the 
fourth Eclogue of Virgil (page 113.) He appears un- 
der the ſecond Head in this his Argument againſt the 
Deiſt,if we ſuppoſe him in earneſt, which is more tan 
can fairly be granted, ſince his Intention ſeems to be 
no other, than to ſerve the Cauſe of Popery, as we ſhall 
| ſee anon. The third Abuſe he is more guilty of than 
either of the reſt, ſince we find not only in this Book, 
but in all his other Writings, ſuch frequent mention 
of the exorbitant Power, Authority, and Pre-eminence 
of the Clergy, over the poor Laity. Thus we ſee, 
That all the Vices, Follies and Extravagancies even of 
his own Tribe, are here ſum'd up, united and conſoli- 
dated in this one Compoſition of a Prieſt. But I ſhall 
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not trace him farther than in his Book that lies be- 
fore me; which, for your Satisfaction I ſhall now pro- 
ceed to examine, poſtponing for the preſent, agy 
farther mention of what ] propounded to you as the 
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only proper Foundation upon which Chriſtianity is 


built: The full proof whereof, 1 intend e're long to 
_ tranſmit to you in a juſt Treatiſe apart. And in the 
mean time, think it the moſt recommendable courſe, 
to eradicate, in the firſt: place, thoſe Prejudices you 
have conceiv'd in your Mind, in favour of this vile and 
pernicious Book; as Phyſicians firſt purge the Body of 
its noxious and peccant Humours, in order to prepare 
it for the admiſſion of good and wholſome Phylic. 
And indeed, were it not ont of great Concern for 
the Chriſtian Religion, and the Reſpect I owe to your 
Satisfaction, and che common Regard which ought to 
be paid to ſome well-meaning, tho? unwary Perſons, 

who may poſlibly be ſeduced or abus'd by the feeming 
Zeal and Earneſt neſs of this Author; I ſhould think 
both my Time and Labour loſt, which is beſtow'd 
upon an Adverſary in all reſpects ſo mean in himſelf, 
(without conſidering his accidental Qualifications of 
a High-Church Prieſt, a Nonjuror, and an Triſh-man) 
as to afford not the leaſt matter of Honour or Triumph 
to a Victory. However we ſhall take him as he is, 

and ſhall be abundantly ſatisfy'd, if it falls to our Lot, 
by an occaſion or accident never ſo trifling, to do any 
ſervice to the Truth, and diſcover a jewel, like «A/op's 
Cock, by raking a Dungl. 
_ His Method in ſhort is this: He lays down four 
Rules, or Marks, whereby we may. infallibly judge of 
the Truth and Certainty of all Miracles or Matters of 
Fact; Which four Marks do all meet in the Miracles, 
or Matters of Fact of Moſes and Feſrs Chriſt: And that 
they neither do, nor can poſſible mcet in the Matters 
of Fact of Mahomet, Heatheniſm, Popery, or any Im 
poſture whatſbever: His four Rules are theſe. (page 7.) 
Firſt, That the Matter of Fact be ſuch, as that Mens _ 
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ward Senſes, their Eyes, and Ears may be. Fudges of - 


Secondly, That it be done Publickly,, in the Face of the 
World. Thirdly, That not only Public Monuments be 
kept in Memory of it, but ſome” out ward Action to be per- 
form d. Fourthly, That ſuch Monuments, and ſuch 


Actions, and Obſervances, be inſtituted, and do Commence 


from the time that the Matter of Fact was done. And, 
he ſays, That all ſuch Matters of Fact wherein theſe. four 
Rules do meet, cannot poſſibly be falſe; and that ſuch Mi- 
racles do e Vouch, and Evince the Truth of the 


0 


eſt Proofs we can deſire, and which every Deiſt would cog- 


| feſs he would acquieſce in, if he ſaw them with his Eyes. p. 8. 
Now, tho? I would be far from weakning the Force 
of any proper Argument, that can, be adduced either 


to confirm the Principles, or advance the Practice of 


Chriſtianity; which, Lam ſatisfy'd in my Conſcience, 
is built upon the ſtrongeſt and moſt ſolid Foundations 


of Truth and Revelation; yet it will not from thence 
follow, That I am bound to fit ſtil}, and unmov'd at, 
much-leſs to acquieſce in, or approve its being thus ex- 


pos'd, to the Contempt of its worſt Enemies, by the 


weak and ſhallow Reaſonings of this Author. For, 


who is there that ever embrac'd the Scriptural Faith, 


and Doctrines upon any convincing Grounds, that 


would not be affected with Sorrow and Reſentment, 
to ſee the Goſpel of Chriſt, which is Truth it ſelf, bnilt 


upon a Rock, fenced and fortify'd with Arguments 
moſt ſolid, and impregnable, to be thus ſubverted and 


laid level with the ſandy Foundations of Heatheniſm 


and Poapery ff: 


I ſhall, in the firſt place, readily grant and allow, 
That his four Marks do meet, and are to be found in 
the Miracles, or Matters of Fact of Moſes and Jeſus 


Chriſt : But, I deny, That they neither do, nor can poſ- 


ſibly meet in the Matters of Fact of Heatheniſm, Po- 
pery, or any Impoſture whatſoever. And therefore, if 


it ſhould appear, that theſe four Marks are to be found 


For g theſe, he ſays, are the ſtrong- | 
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in any Impoſture, it will follow neceſſarily, That we 
cannot, by theſe four Marks, judge infallibly of the 1 
Truth, and Certainty of all Miracles, or matters aß 
Fact. And conſequently, that if theſe matters of Fact, . ® £ 
are to be found in common with the Chriſtian, and — 7 
Heathen Religions, they cannot be an Evidence, or = 
Demonſtration of the Divine Authority of either. And 0 

farther, That whoſoever ſhall preſume to found the: 
Chriſtian Religion, upon a Baſis that is common to that A 
| of Heatheniſm, Or Popery, does ſo far ſubvert, and | 


N *. 
. 


deſtray the Fundamentals of true Religion, and t 


* 


Revealed Veritys of the Goſpel. And therefore, to — 
prove in ſhort, that this Author is guilty of this foul, * 
and impious Charge, and (inſtead of vindicating) has 4 
ignominiouſly expos'd. our holy Faith, to the Con- 
tempts,and Aſſaults of Deiſts, Papiſts,and Heathens; 1 
ſhall produce ſome Inſtances of Miracles, or matters of 
Fact, from the moſt Authentic, and Judicious Hear / 
then Hiſtorians, as well as celebrated Popiſn Authors, 
wherein all the four Rules above'mention'd do plainly - 
meet, and occurr. Which is what I undertake to-ſnew, 
and is the Cheif Deſign of this Diſcourſe. In the do- 
ing whereof, I am ſure not to incurr the leaſt Cenfure 
from any unbyaſs'd Perſon; ſince none can be thought 
to have a juſt Eſteem for Chriſtianity, who does not at 
the ſame time, pay the greateſt deference to Truth, tbe 
only Support of it. And indeed, it will be highly ne- 
ceſſary, for all thoſe who have any concern for the 
Honour of the Goſpel, to ſee theſe Arguments confu- 
ted; which are of equal force to juſtify all the ancient 
and modern Paganiſm, that is, or ever was in the World. 
And therefore, it can never reaſonably be thought, 
that I am any way favourable to the Opinions of the 
Deiſts; Or, that the Refutation of a falſe Argument Y 
in favour of Religion, ſhould be either a diſſervice to > 
thatReligion,oracountenance to the Errorsof Deiſm; 9 
tho our Author's making uſe of ſuch an Argument, is 
juſtly liable to both theſe Objections. Notw ng 


| 


4% 
6 


but in the next Letter I have promiſed to ſend you, all 
reaſonable Satisfaction will be given to thoſe who are 
not wilfully miſtaken. We 


tells us, That though the year 460 ab Urbe conditz had 
it ſcarcely made amends for a grievous Plague, which 


© that the Mortality increas'd to a Prodigy. Upon 


(4 
e rhis Affliction: In which Books it was found, That 


© But nothing in this matter was done this year, (the 
Conſults being engaged in War) except a Decree of 
© one Days Supplication to Æſculapius. Here ends 


by Frei 
and Country were conſtantly infeſted with the Evil 
| © of this Contagion ; which, after they had us'd all 
© manner of means for three years together, could nei- 
<therby Divineor Human Aſſiſtance he expell'd. Ei- 


d to Rome from Epidauiu, in which City it was believed 
che was born. And though the Oracle was ſomething 

_ <intricate, and obſcure. ſo far, that the Senate was no 
way able to gueſs at the Event of Things; yet they 
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if any be otherwiſe minded, I ſhall be very well con- 
tented with the good opinion of your ſelf, Sir, and 
thoſe Few, who think it no mean piece of Service to 
Religion, to confute any inconſiſtent Argument that 
may be urg'd in its Defence. And howeyer ſome Peo- 
le, through Prejudice or Malice, may be influenced to 
Think or fay, That what I here deliver may prove of 
uſe, or Service to the Cauſe of Deiſm ; I doubt not, 


I begin with La vy, v ho, at the end of his tenth Book, 
< beep proſperous to them upon many accounts; yet 
then rageèd ſo all over the City, and Conntry ad jacent, 


© which, they had recourſe to the Ss Books, to in- 
vire what End or Remedy the Gods might give to 


Aſculapius was to be ſent for from Epidaurus to Rome. 


Livy's Tenth Book. The Eleventh is a Supplement 
nſbemius, who continues the Story thus. The City 


© ther therefore moved bythe Sibylline Books, or the An- 
© {wer of the Oracle at Detphos, (for this alſo is repor- 
© ted) ten Ambaſſadors were ſent to bring ¶Æſculapius 


© Qrdained, That the Gods ſhoyld be obey'd : Nothing 


6 douhting but that they would Themſelves find out a 

« way to bring their own Decrees to effect. From hence 

there hapned a Thing wonderful to be related, and 

yet of undoubted Truth, nd only from the Teſtimony of 

© many credible Authors, but from the 790 ding of a 

Temple, Which at that time was built and dedicated in 

the Ille of Thber. When the Ambaſſadors were arriv'd 

tat Epidaurus, and had deliver'd their Meſſage, they 1 

were, indeed, very civilly entertain'd: But becauſe i 4 

© did not ſufficiently appear to them what the Ambaſ- 

t {adors deſir'd, they brought them into the Tem- 

ple, that they might take and carry away from thence 

cwhatever they thought for their purpoſe. The 

© Temples of this God being in moſt parts of Greece, 

«ſituate on eminent and open places, the Epidauriars - 

© alſo had built this Temple 5000 Paces diſtant from 

their City; which was in thoſe times extreamly ce- 

{ lebrated, and became very wealthy, by means of 

© the Gifts of ſich Perſons, who imagin'd they had re- 

©cover'd their Healths there. When the Ambaſſa- 

© dors were brought into this Place, and ſtood admi- 

c ring at the Image, which was of an exceſlive bulk, 

and was the excellent Workmanſhip of Thraſymedes 

the Parian, a Serpent of a vaſt ſize, that ſlid down 

eon a ſuddain from the inward receſſes of the Tem- 

ple, ſtruck all their Minds with the greateſt Horror 

and Devotion; the Prieſts. with profound reve- 

©rence cry out, That the Deity it ſelf was in this Snake, 

(and that he had formerly been ſeen in the ſame Shape, 

and that it was always a Comfortable Sign. The 

Serpent was for two days opeuly ſeen in the Temple, 

{and then withdrew himſelf ; but, on the third day, 

che paſs'd thro the midſt of the admiring and adoring, 

Throngs of the People, directly to the Port where 

the Roman Veſſel lay at Anchor which entring, he 

compos'd himſelf upon his own various Folds, in the 

Cabin of Quintus Ogulnius the chief of the Embaſſy. 

© It was ancjently reported, That this ſame Aſculapins | 
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n 
= was formerly carry'd by Atulet from Epidaurus t. 
1 Sicyon in the form of a Serpent, being conducted hy 
= one Nicagora, the Wife of Echetimus. The Roman 
| © rejoycing at this ſo ſtrange a fight, as if they had th 
x 
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God in their Company, ſet Sail, and in a few day, 
ln * having croſv'd the Sea, arriv'd with a proſperom 
= © Gale at the Haven of Artium. But, the ſtormy Wes. 
1 © ther putting a ſtop to their farther Voyage, the S. 
© pent creeping out of the Ship where thro” the whole 
Voyage he had kept himſelf quiet, ſlides into the 
© Porch of the Temple of eAſculapins, which in that 
City was much celebrated, and there he continues 
© three whole days, not without great fear of the Am- 
*baſſadors, leſt he ſhould not be drawn from thence; 
< fince he had not, all that while, return'd to his ac- 
cuſtom'd Food; till at laſt, he was reſtor'd to the 
* Ship, and with a great deal of Joy eonvey'd to Rome. 
The whole City flock'd out to view this incredible 

_ *SpeRacle; and all-along the Banks of the River by 
* which he paſs'd, Altars were erected, Incenſe burn'd, 
© and Victims ſlain. And now they arrived where the 
© Thber, divided by a ſmall diſtance, forms an Iſland; 
where the Serpent, leaving the Ship, ſwims over to 
© that Iſland, called afterwards by the Name of Æſcu- 
© layius, and was never after ſeen. The Senate, appre- 
hend ing that this Place was made choice of by the 
God himſelf, decreed, That in the ſame place a Tem- 
© ple ſhould be built to Æſculapius, and the Plague 
© wholly ceas'd. The Temple preſently grew famous 
by very conſiderable Preſents, and the great Recom- 
© mendations of thoſe who cry'd up this Deity for the 
r healthfal Remedies he had beſtow'd upon them. 
This Story is ſo very appoſite, and does ſo direly 
anſwer all this Author's four Marks, that I cannot ſec 
Virhat can poſſibly be objected againſt it; except, that 
it is only a Supplement, and not an Original. To 
which Lanſwer, © That ifit be compos'd and collected 
from Originals, as Ancient or of as good Authority 


* 
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as Livy himſelf; it muſt be acknowledg d to be of } 
equal Weight and Credit. And that this is ſo, ap- | 
ars from Freinſhemius himſelf, who all-along, thro' 
his Supplemental Hiſtory gives us an Account, ſtep 
by ſtep, and almoſt thro' every period, of the ſeve- 
ral Authors from whence he borrows his Memorials ; 
and for the Particulars of this Reflection, he quotes 
to us Yaleſius's Fragments of Dionyſius Halicarnaſſenſis, | 
Suidas, Pauſanias, Valerius Maximus, Plutarch, the Au- 
thor de Viris illuſtribus, Ovid, P. Diaconus, and Livy 
hintſelf; to which he might have added Strabo, Florus, 
and ſeveral others. For there is ſcarce any Author 
who wrote concerning thoſe Times, that has omitted 
the Mention of this Story as an approved Verity. So 
that this ObjeQion, inſtead of weakning the Truth of 
this Relation, has given us a lucky occaſion of con- 
firming it, by fo many Quotations from the beſt Au- 
thorities. And it is not to be doubted, if this ele- 
venth Book of Livy had not been unfortunately loſt, 
we ſhould certainly, have met with a more ample Ac- 
count of this matter from Himſelf: And my Reaſon 
for this Aſſertion is, That even the Epitome of this 
eleventh Book, written by L. Annex Florus, long be- 
fore this or any other of Livy's Books were loſt, gives 
us a plain, tho” indeed a ſuccinct Account of all the 
Material Parts of this Story, in theſe words. Cum 
Civitas peſtilentia laboraret, miſſis Legatis ut eA;ſculapij 
| Signum Remam ab Epidauro transferrent; Anguem, qui ſe 
| in navem eorum contulerat, in quo ipſum Numen eſſe con- 
itabat, deportavere eoq; in Inſulam Tyberis egreſſo, eodent 
lo co Sedes eAſculapij conſtituta eft. 1 have choſen - 
therefore to give the Reader a Tranſlation of Freiu- 
| ſhemius, which is not only well atteſted, but more am- 
ple and particular than any one Original I have met 
with. However, that we may not want an Original 
for thoſe who deſire it, I ſhall farther ſatisſhe them, by 
Tranſcribing this Hiſtory in the very words of Vale- 
ius Maximus de Miraculis, than which Aopen £20 
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Le more plain and poſitive. (vic. Trienno continud 
vexata Peſtilentia Civitas nuſtra, cum finem tanti & tam 
diuturni mali neqʒ divina miſericordia, neq,, humano auxi- 


lio imponi videret, Cura Sacerdotum, inſpettis Sibyllinis li- 


bris, animadvertit, non aliter priſtinam ſalubritatem recu- 
perari poſſe, quam ſi ab Epidauro Æſculapius eſſet accer- 
ſitus. Iraq; eo Legatis miſſis, imicam fatalis remedij opem 
aultotitate ſua (que jam in Terris erat ampliſſima) impe- 


traturam ſe Credidit. Neq;; eà opinio decepit; pari nam; 


ſtudio petitum at promiſſum eſt preſidium. Eviſligioq, E- 
pidaurij Romanorum Legatos in Templum ſculapij (quod 
ah eorum Urbe. quinq; Millibus paſſuum diſtat) perduttos, 


ut quicquid inde ſalubre Patriæ laturos ſe exiſtimaſſent pro 
Fare ſuo ſumerent, benigniſſime invitarunt. Quorum tam 


prompt am indulgentiam Numen ipſius Dei ſubſecutum, 
verba Mortalium celeſti obſequio comprobavit. Siquidem 
is anguis (quem Epidaurij raro, ſed nunquam ſme mag no 
ipſorum boao viſum, in modum Æſculapij venerati fue- 
runt) per Urbis celeberrimas partes, mitibus oculis, & leni 
trattu labi Cæpitʒ triduog; inter religioſam omnium admi- 
rationem canſpectus, haud dubiam pre ſe appetite clarioris 
ſcdis alacritatem ferens, ad Triremem Romanam perrexit : 
Paventibus inufitato ſpectaculo nautis, eo conſcendit ubi 
Quinti Ogulnij Legati tabernaculum erat, ini; multiplis 


com orbem per ſummam quietem eſt convolutus. Tum Le- 


et, perinde aty; exoptate rei compotes, expleta gratiaruni 

Hine, cultuq; anguis 4 peritis accepto, leti inde ſolve- 
rt; ac proſperam emenſi Navigationem, poſtquam An- 
tium appulerunt 5 aug uis, qui in Navigib ubiq; remanſerat, 
prolapſus in Heſtibulo dis ſculapij, mirto frequentibus 


ramis diffuſe, ſupereminentem excelſe altitudinis palmam 
circelnickedit. Perc tres dies, poſitis quibus veſci ſolebat, non 


ne ano meti {eratorum ne in Triremem reverti nollet, 
Aut i ciſis Templi hoſpitio uſus, Urbi ſe noſtræ advehendum 
eſtit vit: ate; in ripam Tyberis egreſſis Legatis, in Inſulan: 
ubi Templum Dedicatum eſt tranſnavit, adventug; 


Tan Tem pelle tam, cui remedio quæſitus erat, diſpu- 
lit. | ES 8 
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Now, 
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Now, tho this is abdiidantly Cafficient to overthrow 
our Author's Argument, as fully anſwering all his 
four Marks; yet I ſhall throw him in one inſtance 
more, of an extraordinar y miraculous Matter of Fact, 
which happened at the Battel of the Roman, againſt 
the Latins at the Lake Regillus: Which Stor y,tho! men- 
tion'd by ſeveral Authors, I ſhall chooſe to give the. 
Reader in the ſenſe of Dimyſf mms Haligarnaſſcuſis in the 
ſixth Book of his Roman Antiquities. In this Battel, 
fiys he, it is related, That two Horſemen, in Shape 
ſoy „and Stature far exceeding all that Nature produces 

in our times, and in the firſt bloom of Vouth, were 
© apparently ſeen by Poſthumius the Dictator, and the 
© Souldiers that were near him, charging in the Front 
Hof the Roman Horſe, and wounding with their Spears 
Hand to Hand, thoſe of the Latins who oppos'd 
© them, till they were driven into a precipitate flight. 
And, that after the Latins were totally routed, and 
their Camp taken, it is ſaid, © That- juſt at Evening 
2 twilight, after the Battel was ended, there were ſeen 
after the ſame manner, in the Roman Forum, tw o young- 
* men clad in Military Garments, exceeding Tall aud 
© Beautifull, of the ſame Age, ſtill retaining the ſame + 
© Looks they had in the Fight, as if they were juſt then 
return'd from the Battel, with their Horſes all in a 
© foaming Sweat: And when they. had alighted, and 
© had bath'd themſelves in the Water which flows 
© from a Fountain near Yefa's Temple, which makes 
© there a narrow but a deep Lake; many People ſur- 
© rounding them, deſirous to know whether they had 
* brought any. News from the Camp, they related to 
© them the Battel in Order as it was fon nght, and gave 
© them an Account of the Victory. And that when 
© they had withdrawn themſelves from rhe Forum, it is 
© aid, They were never after ſcen by any body, tho? 
8 they were long and diligently fought after by the 
* Governour who was leſt in the ( CNY. But the next 
0 day, when the rige pal Men of the Commonwealth 
G2 DT. "bug 


© auments are extant in Rome, as well the Temple of Ca- 


*< where their Apparitions were ſeen; as alſo, the Foun- 


ccertain Temple of Afars which is built without the 


A noble fight, and worthy of the Greatneſs of that 
People. And this is what I have obſerv'd to be ſaid, 


of Caſtor and Pollux. By which, beſides many other 
Great "Things, we may well conjecture how-dear to 
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© had receĩiv'd their Letters from the Pictator, where- 
ein (beſides other matters that had happened in the 
© Combat) they came to underſtand this Viſton of the 
Gods, they concluded them (upon their being ſatis. 
© fy'd that both the Apparitidns were of the ſame Gods) to 
© be the Repreſentations of Caſtor and Pollux; as in all 
© likely-hood they were. Of this incredible and won- 
© derful Preſence of the Gods ( 719 owpila ) many Mo- 


* tor and Pollux built in the Forum by the People of 
© Rome in the very ſame place (4e d 72 EHν,Ejꝰ ⁵ 


© tain hard by the Temple, which is ſaid to be conſe- 
©crated to thoſe Gods, and to this very day is fo beliewd. 
© To theſe may be added, the magnificent Sacrifice: 

©-which the People of Rome perform once a year by the 
chief Men of the Equeſtrian Order, upon the 7des of 
© Augnſt,upon whichday this War was happily brought 
©toan end. But beyond all theſe, is that Pomp, which 
© after the Sacrifice, is led and brought up by choſe 
© who ſerve in the Wars on Horſeback ; who, diſtin- 
guiſh'd by their ſeveral Tribes and Centuries, march all 
ein order on Horſeback, as if newly return'd from 
< the Battel, Crowned with Olive- branches, and Cloath'd 
in Purple-gowns. ed7'd about with Scarlet, (called by 
them Trabee) ſetting out in their Pomp, from 2 


City, and then paſſing by the other Quarters of the 
City thro” the Forum, and To by the Temple of Caſtor 
and Pollux; ſometimes to the Number of-5000 Men, 
© who carry atong with them whatever Rewards of 
their Valour they had receiv'd from their Leaders: 


and done by the Romans, concerning the Appearance 


the Gods the People of that Generation were. 1 
| [8 
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It will perhaps be objected, That this Account wants 

the fourth Mark of our Author; becauſe it does not 
appear that this Temple was hnilt at the 'Fime that 
theſe things were ſaid to be done: To which Objecti- 
on,tho? I think it a ſufficient Anſwer, that it was built 

in the very Place where the Apparition was ſeen, which 

in all probability could not be long after the Fact; yet 
for farther ſatisfaction, we need do no more than look 
into the ſecond Book of Livy, chap. 20. where we ſhall 
find, That the Dictator Aulus Poſthumins vow'd the 
Temple to Caſtor even in the Field of Battle; and that 
about four years after (which is no very long time for 


the building a Temple) it was finiſh'd and dedicates 


| by the Ditator's Son, as we ſee in the ſame Book chap: 

| 47. And truly, in this Story, as well as the other, all the 
| Hiſtorians who have written any thing of thoſe 
Times do in part or in the whole agree: For, not to 
ſpend time upon the Citations of it by Plutarch, Iale- 
rius Maximus, the Author of the Book de Viris illuſtra- 
bus, Cc. I ſhall only produce one ſhort paſſage from 
I. Florus relating to this Miracle, in the Eleventh chap.” 
1b. 1. where he tells us, The Battle was ſo ſharp, 
that it was reported that the Gods were preſent at 
| the Spectacle, and that zo body ever doubred but that 
Cuſtor and Pollux were both there upon white Horſes. 
Ha demum atrocitas fuit prelii, ut interfuiſse ſpect aculo 
Deos Fama tradiderit + Duos in candidis equis Caſtorem 
e,, OE 
| Thus we ſee, That theſe and ſuch- like ſtories are re- 
lated by Heathen Hiſtorians with all the poſitive aſſu- 
rances imaginable; and were not only entertain'd and 
receiv'd-by a few Perſons, diſtinguiſh'd from vaſt mul- 
litndes, who at the ſame time beheld the Miracles, yet 


could not believe; but were unanimouſly embraced 
and credited by whole Citys,that were very populous, 
and afterwards conſented to by the whole Nation, as 
undoubted ſupernatural Evidences : Yet they plainly 
tend to nothing leſs, than to introduce or confirm the 

1 5 N Gentile 


9 22 
Gentile Idolatry and Superſtition, with all the abſurd 
conſequenciesof their groſs and inconſiſtent Doctrines, 
and fabulous Traditions. But, if we may credit our 
Author, they ſtand upon as ſure and ſolid a Foundati- 
on as the Chriſtian Syſtem: Since he is pleas'd to tell 
us (page 11) That no Impoſture can have all theſe Marks. 
However, notwithſtanding his vain and ignorant 
Boaſting, Iam confident no good ſober minded Chri- 
ſtian will ever ſecond, or approve what he tells the Few 
(page 415) And if you can ſhew the Uncertainty of theſe 
Mar ks, or that they are wanting to the Evidence of Chriſti- 
anity Then down comes your Lam with it, and we muſt al 
together turn Deiſts. One would think this Author was 
himſelf a Deiſt (if we had not good aſſurance that he 
was acting the Part of a Papiſt) who can upon ſuch ea- 
ſie Terms give up the Cauſe to them. But, thanks be 
to God, we have not ſo learned Chriſt, as to put his 
Doctrins upon an equal Foot and Degree of Evidence 
with the Heathen Superſtitions : For we have a much | 
better Handle to hold our Faith by, than what is offer'@ 
to us by this ſhallow Diſputant, Notwithſtanding all 
his preſumptuous confidence, in telling of-us (Page 45) 
I put. it upan them to ſhew any forgery that has all theſe 
Marks : This is a ſhort Iſue, keep them cloſe to this; Thi 
determines the Cauſe all at once. And ſo (page 46.) Let 
them pick and chooſe the moſt probable of all the Fables of the 
| Heathen Deitys, and ſee if they can find in any of theſe the 
four Marks before mentioned. And what if they can? 1s 
our Religion then loſt and gone ? and muſt we all 
turn Deiſts, with this Author? God forbid. The 
Deiſt indeed has gain'd matter enough for Triumph; 
Nor is he; in this caſe, hut the true and ſincere Chriſti- 
an's only proper and immediate Oppoſer; who cai- 
not but be griev'd at heart, to ſee his God thus blaſ- 
phem'd, his Religion expos'd, the Foundation of his 
Faith and Hope thus pluck'd up by the roots, and all 
the glorious Conſequences of the Death, and Reſur- 
rection of his Redcgmer truſtrated, #75 FEngrga inet: 
e ; ectual, 
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fectual, by this. pragmatical Leite, who pretends his 
ſacred Orders to be deriv'd upon him by a cohtinued 
ſucceſſion from Chriſt himſelf, tho', one would rather 
think from Judas, who betray'd him. Let me therefore 
ask this bold and blaſphemous Prieſt, who has thus ad- 
ventur'd with his foul unhallow'd Pen, to treat ofa Sub- 
je& of this immortal Concern to us all, in ſo looſe and 
unjudicious a manner : Were not, in the firſt place, 
the before mentioned Appearances of a Serpent and 
the two Youths on Horſeback ſuch matters of Fact as 
that Mens outward Senſes, their Eyes and Ears could 
judge of ? And were not theſe 7 done (ſecondly) 
in the face of the World, in the Cities of Epidaurus, 
Antium, and Rome in the firſt Inſtance ; and the whole 
Roman Army, and the whole People of Rome in the 
other Inſtance ? And, in the third place, were there 
not only publick Monuments kept in memory of theſe 
Occurrences, but outward Actions alſo perform'd ſuch 
as Temples built, where there muſt neceſſarily be 
Prieſts to perform the ſacred Offices in them, beſides 
the conſecration of the Fountain, the magnificent Sa- 
erifice, and pompous Cavalcade ahovemention'd? And, 
in the fourth place, Did not the Senate immediately 
order a Temple to be built for Æſculapius? And was it 
not built? and is not part of its Foundation to be ſeen 
| by Travellers at this day ? And was not the Temple of 
Caſtor and Pollux, vow'd by the Dictator upon the 
place of Battle, finiſh'd and dedicated 11 years after ? 
And, if theſe Particulars are plain and evident in theſe 
liſtories, what then will be the Conſequence, accor- | 
ding to this Author? why truly, no leſs than an 
| Eſtabliſhment of Heatheniſh Idolacry, upon an equal 
ballance with Judaiſm and Chriſtianity. For, accord- 
ing to his Principles, theſe matters of Fact muſt neceſ- 
ſarily be true, becauſe they have his four Marks, which 
| cannot poſlibly nieet in anlmpoſture; For ruth does not 
"ecrpere maj is & minus, nor can one Truth be a greater 
ruth than another. From hence therefore it will fol- 
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low, according to this Mans way of Reaſoning (page 
12, &c) That theſe Things could not Ae be im- 
pos'd upon the People at the time they are ſaid to be 
done, for that would have been contrary to the Senſe; 
of thoſe who were then alive, who muſt neceſſarily 
have contradicted it : And therefore, thefe Books that 
relate theſe Miracles could never have been receiv'd 
for Truth by the People, if they had told them theſe 
things as done before their Eyes, if they had not been 
ſo done. And, it was equally impoſſible that theſe 
Things ſhould be impos'd upon the People afterwards MW 
by any Author whatſoever : For, they could never iſ 
be perſuaded, That theſe Monuments had been all a- 
long keprup in memory of ſuch extraordinary Occur- 


-  xences that were never before ſeen or heard of by 


them. And if, in the next place, we ſhould ſuppoſe 
that the People did not know why they had ſo long 
continued thoſe ſeveral Rites and Obſervances, till 
theſe Authors told them; It will thence follow, That 
they were perform'd for ſo many Ages ſucceſſively in 
memory of Nothing at all; which is abſur'd and im- 
poſlible. So that to all theſe Suppoſitions the ſame An- 
{wer will be given in favour of the Heathen Miracles, 
as our Author produces in behalf of the Chriſtian Re- 
tigion. And, as we have made uſe of the ſame Argu- 
ments with our Author, we may juſtly infer the ſame 
Concluſion, That the Heathen Miracles wete undoubt- 
edly true, and that they were no Impoſtures, but ought 
to be believ'd and profeſs'd by all thoſe who have any 
regard for the Salvation of their Souls. But to ſhew, 
that theWorld was never without Impoſtures with 
ourAuthor's four Marks, I ſhall (before Icome toPopery) 
give the Reader an Inſtance out of ſome Hiſtories of 
Modern Gentiliſm. The Siameſe pretend to have had 
four Gods born amongſt them, who at ſome thouſands 
of years diſtance from one another have brought them 
a New Revelation from Heaven. © The laſt God, after 
a long Expectation of the whole Univerſe, was po 

Oe about 


about 400 years before our Bleſſed Saviour, and is 
called by them Sommonacodom. His Mother was a Vir- 
gin, and Conceiv'd him in an extraordinary manner; 
And tho” She brought forth her young Child in a De- 
fart, yet there was a Holy Hermit (whereof many are 
to be ſeen in Siam to this day) who, in confidence of 
ſeeing this ſo long expected GOD before he died (as 
be was promis'd by an Angegcame to the Place where 
he was born, and took up te young Child, together 
with the care of its Education; and fed, and nouriſh'd. 
it inthe Wilderneſs for a conſiderable time, with Milk 
and wild Hony. This Child ran great hazards in his 
youth; for, certain Kings being jealous of their Au- 
thority, upon hearing People ſay, That the true King of 


Kings was born, ſought: after the young Child, to Kill = 


him; whereupon, this good old Hermit fled with him 
into the Kingdom of Camboy, where he did an infinite 
number of Miracles, and where he remain'd till the 
danger that threatned him was over. At laſt, being 
about the Age of ten or twelve years, he return'd to 
Siam, where he did a great many extraordinary Mira- 
cles; ſuch as appearing in the Air, in a Throne of Gold 
and precious Stones, and the Angels at the ſame time 
deſcended from Heaven, and Worſhiping him; with 
many more of the ſame Kind, whereof the Signs and 
Marks remain at this day. Here he iaſtructed the Peo- 
ple in his new Religion,and wrote Books for the Benefit 
of Poſterity, full of excellent Morals, compriſed chiefly 
in ten Commandments; which alſo contain in them 
the preſent Religion of the Siameſe; being an Account 
of the Doctrines, Worſhip, and Ceremonies preſeri- 
bed by Sommonocodom. Here alſo he inſtitnted his Or- 
der of Prieſts of his Diſciples, and their Succeſſors who 
were to Officiate under the Notion of his Imitators, in 
wearing Habits like his, and in keeping cloſe to the 
Rules he left them. Theſe Prieſts are in great Venera- 
tion amongſt theſe Barbarous People, who worſhip 
even the hems of their Garments ; and believe, TRE 


* The Cheifeſt and moſt laudable of all Virtues,is to ha- 
Nour and do gocd to their Prieſts, or Talapeins : who 
are become ſo proud and inſolent upon it, that they 
diſdain ſo much as to ſalute a Layman, tho" it were the 
King himſelf. „ 3 

And fo far have they inſtill'd into this Savage Na- 
tion this profound Reverence to the Perſons of their 
Prieſts, that they have i gos d upon them a Relation 
or Tradition as general ceiv'd and believ'd as any 
other Part of their Religion, viz. That The vathat the 
Younger Brother of Sommonocodom was caſt into Hell 
for per ſecuting and oppoſing his Elder Brother, where 

| he was tormented with grievous Pains : Inſomuch, 
that Sommonocodom ſeeing him in ſo pittifull a conditi- 
on, took Compaſſion on him, and forgetting all the 
Injuries he had done him, offer'd to releaſe him, uz 
on condition that he would but. worſhip theſe three 
Names, Puthang, Thamang, and Sangkhavg ;, the firſt 
whereof ſignifies God, the ſecond the Word of God, the 
third Imitator of God. Thevathat readily conſented to 

{| adore the two firſt words,but could never be perſuad- 

i; dd toadore the third, becauſe it ſignifies Prieſt or Imi- 

| tator of God,declaring that the Prieſts were a parcel of 
wicked, ſinfull Wretches, and deſerv'd no manner of 

„ Reſpect. But this unpardonable affront to the Prieſts, 

1 in refuſing to adore them equally with God and his 

Mord, has already coſt him above 2000 years moſt ex- 
quiſite Torments,and is ſtill like to do ſo for a very 
great number of years, as the Hiſtorian ſays. By 
which, I ſuppoſe he means, till theſe Talapoins forgive 
him. Which, if they are not unlike many others of 
their Character, and implacable Tempers, which 1 
could caſily name, will be as we commonly ſay, At lat- 
ter Lammas, Or To Morrow come Never. All which was 
ſo well known to Rablais, a Man of the greateſt Wit, 
Learning, and Judgment in his Time, that in his 5th 
Book 2 9. he brings ÆAdituus exhorting Panurge, 

..» Deyerto beſo mad as to meddle [rich thoſe 2 
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| Birds. © As much, ſays he, as thou loveſt the Profit, 
Welfare, and Life n0tonly of thy Self, and thy Friends, 


and Relations alive or dead, but alſo of thoſe who © 


may be born hereafter, to the thouſandth Generation, 
for ſo long thou wouldſt entail Miſery upon them. 
Who ſees not therefore, that ſuch a Story as this well 
inculcated and believ'd in Siam, would prove as ef- 
fectual for the Honour, Profit, and Dread ofthe Prieſts, 
as if they were able by a word to turn a piece of Bread 
into their God, or to open or ſhut the Gates of Heaven 
. when and to whomſoever they pleaſe ? But, to return 
to Sommmonocodom, he dy'd at length in the 82 year 
of his Age, after having foretold the time of his Death 
to his Diſciples; his Soul aſcended into the Eighth Hea- 
ven, properly call'd Paradiſe or Niruppaam. His Body 
was burn'd, and his Bones remain to this day, part in 
the Kingdom of Siam, and the other part in the Realm 
of Pegu; to which is attributed a moſt wonderful Power 
or Vertue; and, that part of them being chang'd into 
divers Metals, and part of them remaining in their na- 
tural ſtate do ſhine forth with a moſt divine and 
wonderful Brightneſs. 5 
This is, in ſhort, the Subſtance of what, Mr. Gervaiſe 
and Father Tachard ſay in their ſeveral Voyages to Si- 
am concerning the Religion of that Country: Which 
being founded upon Miracles, muſt unavoidably con- 
tain in it the four Marks of our Author. As Firſt, 
theſe Miracles were done in the Face of the World. 
Secondly, they were ſuch as the Eyes and Ears could 
Judge of. Thirdly, a New Religion is eſtabliſh'd up- 
on them. Fourthly, a Succeſſion of Prieſthood, Cere- 
monies, and Worſhip from Sommonocodom's Time to this. 
From whence it will follow, that this Religion alſo can 
be no Impoſture. And if any ſhould go about todeteſt 
and abhorr this Doctrine, as abſur'd and Blaſphemous, 
I would adviſe them to be very cautious and wary, be- 
fore they preſume to oppoſe their ſingle Opinions a- 
gainſt the united Judgment of the two famous Uni- 
ED TT x - verſities 
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verſities of this Land, Oxford and Cambridge. For it 
is well known, That in the late Reign of K. William, 
© there wasa Collection made by theſe two Learned Bo- 
dies, ibis, (or rather «ve: )ergs, for thisdoughty 
Champion ofthe Chriſtian Religion agaiuſt the Deiſts, 
as a Gratuity to this bungling Journeyman for doing 
their proper Work, whilſt they in the mean time, like 
uſeleſs Drones and true College Lubbers, they could 
find nothing elſe to do, ſtretching themſelves out at 
eaſe in their lazy Cells. Which ſufficiently ſhews vs, 
how thinly they are furniſh'd with Members of true 
Picty, Parts, or Learning; who could not only diſco- 
ver the dangerous Conſequences of this Argument to 
the Chriſtian Religion, but could be prevail'd upon, 
to give ſo joint and univerſal an Approbation to this 
trifling and treacherous Performance. However, to 
do them Juſtice, I will not be poſitive in placing the 
Collection wholly to this Books Account : Since there 
are others of Opinion, that this Man's greateſt Merit 
with them conſiſted in his Zealous, tho' very ſenſeleſs, 
Compoktions againſt our happy Revolution, and that 
moſt Lawfull and Rightful Title which was confer'd 
upon K. William by the People for his great Services. 
And indeed, I am fo much the apter to incline to theſe 
Gentlemen's Opinion, when I conſider, That not one 
Voluntary Contribution of this Nature was ever yet 
rais'd amongſt them, but in favour of ſuch who have 
been ſworn Enemies to the Liberties of their Conn- 
try, and Notorious Oppoſers of our preſent happy 
Eſtabliſhment. Whereof, if it were need ful, I could 
3 ſeveral pregnant Inſtances. But I ſhall for- 
ear to Name them, nor would I have mention'd their 
Conduct in this Particular, if it had not been as Fla- 
grant and Notorious as our Acts of Parliament, or Pub- 
lic Proclamations. Upon which Account, Iam confi- 
dent, I ſhall have the Excuſe of thoſe few Members 
amongſt them, who have all-along oppos'd theſe de- 
ſtructive and flaviſh Proceedings. 


But 
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But leaving theſe Heathens, I ſhall proceed to con- 
ſider, whether any inſtances of this kind are to be found 
inthe Romiſh Religion. Tho' ] ſee not how Popery 
can deſerve the Name of Religion, it being nothing 
| elſe but a politic Syſtem Invented and Eſtabliſh'd by 
| Prieſts to enſlave the poor Laity, and enjoy the Fruits 
of their Labours ; the greateſt diſgrace and mockery 
that ever yet was impos'd upon Humane Nature,un- 
der the Notion of Religion; and a Compoſition of all 
the groſſeſt Dregs and fouleſt Ingredients of Ancient 
and Modern Gentiliſm, improv'd and ſublimated into 
the pureſt Quinteſſence and ſubtileſt Spirit of Impu- 
| dence, Inhumanity, and lewdeſt Avarice. And yet 
| even in this Church, or rather Society of Robbers,Glut+ 
tons, and Eccleſiaſtic Royſters, we ſhall not fail to find 
| our worthy Author's four Characteriſtic Marks of the 
true Chriſtian Religion. And I doubt not but our 
| Author was ſenſible of this, when he tells us,(page 46.) 
Fuat theſe Legendary Fables are diſown'd and laugh'd at, by 
the Learned and Men of Senſe amongft them With de- 
| fign, I ſuppoſe, to prevent us before-hand, and to ren- 
der of no effect whatever may be produc'd in Proof, 
chat theſe his four Marks are to be met with in the 
| Church of Rome. But, I ſuppoſe, he will not allow 
this to be a good Argument againſt the Credibility of 
| Miracles in other Churches, and Religions, becauſe 
they are diſown'd and laugh'd at by Men of Learning 
| and Senſe amongſt them: And I am afraid it would | 
extend much farther then he is aware of. However, BY 
we ſhall find a great difference between being diſomn d T 
and laugh'd at; for, tho' theſe Miracles may be laugh'd' 
at in Private, they-may be ſtifly and peremptorily. 
| awn'd in Public, which is the Caſe J am ſure of the 
Church of Rome (to ſay nothing of others). And there- 
fore,whatever Menof Learning or Senſe amongſt them 
may think in their own Minds, it is ſufficient to fix 
any Doctrine or Practice upon a Church, When we find 
thoſe PoQrines and Practices to be publickly allow'd, 
en- 
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= enjoyn'd,and approv*d by the Governours and Guides 
 % of ſuch Church, in whoſe Hands and Power it is to 
4 order and direct whatever ſhall be'believ'd or practicd 
in it. And therefore (beſides the Notoriety ofthe Fad 
in all parts of the World where the Popiſh Religion i; 
profeſs'd) I cannot but think it the moſt effectual and 
concluſive way, to produce Inſtances out of their Books 
= of Controverſie, which are written purpoſely upon this 
1 Subject of Miracles; not only becauſe what is affirm'd 
= by ſuch Author's does always bear the ſtamp of the 
Churches Authority, and Approbation, by a permiſſu Su- 
periorum; but becauſe theſe Perſons have a particular 
| Licenſe to read Heretical Books in order to Anſwer 
them, and therefore are look'd upon by the Church it 
ſelf to he Men of no mean Learning and Senſeamongſt 
them : So that by this means we ſhall not only deſtroy 
our Author's Argument, but this his Aſſertion too. 
To this purpoſe therefore I ſhall make uſd of a Book of 
Controverſie written by one E. V. againſt Dr. Stilling- 


| Le, intituled, A Diſcourſe of Miracles wrought in the 
Reman Catholic Church, Printed at Antwerp, permiſſu Supe- 
riorum. Ihe Book is full of Miracles, with our Author's 
four Marks, but I ſhall think it ſufficient to name one 
. or two of them, without diſguſting the Reader too 
bt! much with ſuch nauſeous Entertainment. This Au— 
* thor (p. 53.) gives us an Account of Miracles wrought 
1 by the famous Thomas Cantelupe, Biſhop of Hereford, 


which, he ſays, were in all to the number of 425, 
whereaf ſome he ſets: forth here at large. It ſeems 
that Pope John the 22d, hearing of ſeveral wonderful 
Miracles that had lately been wroughtat the Tomb of 

this Saint, he appointed ſeveral Commiſſioners to go 
to the Tomb, and take a ſtrict and ſevere examination 
of the Truth of theſe Facts, in order to his Canoniza- 
tion. This Commiſſion was grauted at the Interceſlion 
of the whole Nation, the King, the Clergy, and the 
People. This Commiſſion was executed with the 
reateſt Caution and Exactneſs, and the moſt Active 
PP Perſon 


A be”. — 
— —„-—% 
3 
Ld ow, 3 
4 = 4 G 
1 * 


Perſon in it was Richard then Biſhop of Hereford, and 
Succeſſor to St. Thomas. The Depoſitions of the Wit- 


neſſes with the whole Proceſs is to this day kept in 
the Vatican Library at Rome; but the Commiſſion to 


ſome of the Commiſſioners not laſting above four 


Months, they had not time to examine more than 39 
Miracles, whereunto they ſubſcrib'd. This was in the 
year 1307. He gives an Account of ſeveral of theſe 


Miracles, I ſhall only name the firſt, as ſhort as is con- 


| venient. It is of a Child whoſe Name was Roger, of a- 
bout two Years and three Months old, Son to one 
G ervaiſe, who belong'd to Conway Caſtle in Wales, This 


Child fell on the 6th of Sept. 1303. from a Bridge be- 


longing to that Caſtle into a Ditch about 28 Foot un- 
der the Bridge; he fell upon a Stone (there being no 


Water in the Ditch) and was ſworn to be dead by three 
Perſons who ſaw and handled him. The Coroners be- 
ing ſent for, went down into the Moat, found the Child 


Body cold and {tiff}, covered with a little hoary Froſt, 
ſtark dead indeed. Whilſt the Coroner was doing 


his Office, one John Syward a Neighbour not far off, 


went down into the Grott, geatly handled the Child's 
Body all over, and finding it was dead as ever any 


was, made the ſign of the Croſs upon it's Forehead, 
and earneſtly prayed after this manner, Bleſſed St. 
Thomas Cantelupe, vou, by whom God has wrought in- 
numerable Miracles, ſhew Mercy upon this little Infant, and 
obtain that he may return to Life again, &c. No ſooner. 
had Sywerd ſpoke theſe words, but the Child began to 


| move his Head, and Right Arm a little, and forth» | 
with Life and Vigour came again into every part of 
his Body. The Coroners and 4 world of other Stan- 


ders-by ſaw the Miracle ; and in that. very place, with 


great Admiration, return'd humble thanks to God and 
St. Thomas, & c. Here alſo the four Marks are plain 


and evident; for we have nothing here, in the firſt 
place, but Peoples Eyes and Ears are Judges of. Se- 
condly, it was ſufficiently Public, in the Caſtle Ditch 
7 $ CR | e ii 
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or Moat. And then 34h), and 47by, here are the Monument; 
or Records of it preſerv'd in the Vatican; and be ſidꝭs 
vre have the Monument of the Canonization which fol- 
 16w'd upon this, and the reſt of the Miracles; and the 
Action to be perform'd, is the Prayers to this Saint on 
his day in the Kalendar. So that we ſee here alſo, That 
it is no hard matter to topp Miracles upon the poor 
dlind Zazry, that ſhall bear the ſtricteſt Teſt and Exa- 
mination imaginable, and yet all falſe and ſuppoſititi- 
ous. I ſhould have ended here with this E. V. and his 
Aſirarles, but there is one more which is ſo very remar- 
kable that I know not how to paſs it by: He ſays, that 
Anno 1105, a Mercileſs Plague raged in Arras, the chief 
City of Artois, which ſent forth loathſom Ulcers, &. 
hot to be cured by Human Art. The whole City, ever 
- devote to the Mother of GOD, experienc'd her in 
this their Neceſlity to be a true Mother of mercy ; The 
manner was thus. The bleſſed Virgin ſhewing her ſelf 
viſibly to two different Perſons, the one called 7::eru:, 
the other Nortmaniu, enjoyned them to tell Lambert, 
then Biſhop of Arras, that the next Saturday towards 
Morning ſhe would appear in the great Church, and 
put into his hands aWax-candle burning,from whence 
drops of Wax ſhould fall into a Veſſel of Water 
prepared by the Biſhop: ſhe ſaid moreover, that all 
the diſeaſed that drank of this Water, or pour'd any 
drops of it into their Ulcers, ſhould forthwith be cu- 
red. This truly promis'd, truly hapned ; our bleſſed 
Lady appear'd all beautiful, having in her Hands a war 
Candle burning, which diffuſed Light the whole Church 
4 over; this ſhe preſented to the Biſhop, he bleſſed it with 
\ the ſign of the Croſs, ſet it in the Urn of Water; when 
placed there, drops of Wax plentifully fell down into 
_ theVellel. The Water given to the diſeas'd,theydrauk 
' . of it, and no ſooner had they done fo, but all were 
cured, about 150, who then were expecting the Mira- 
cle. Hereupon the violence of the Contagion preſent- 
* , ly ccaſed, the whole City over; and all gave be 8 
r „ thanks 
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thanks to Almighty G 0 D, and his Sacred Mother * 
for the ſingular favour. This Miracle gave beginning 
to a Society called Sodalitas ardentium, into which the 
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very firſt and beſt of theCiry entred, and there enrol 


their Names. The Candle, to this day preſerved with 


great veneration, ſpends it ſelf, yet loſes nothing; that 
is like the Buſh which Moſes ſaw burn, but not at all 
conſum'd 3 and therefore remains ſtill in the ſame 
length and greatneſs it had oo years ago. A vaſt quan- 


tity of Wax, made up of the many drops which fall 
into the Water upon thoſe feſtival days when the Can- 


dle burns, may be juſtly called (as Petra Sancta, who 
ſaw it, writes) perpetuum minaculum, a ſtauding inde- 
fivient Miracle. Thus far F.W. Now,tno' it may poſ- 
ſibly be no very difficult matter to give a near gueis 
how this Juggle was contriv'd, yet, as groſs as it is, we 


may evidently diſcern all our Author's four Marks ſhi- 
ning in it; for this is a Miracle obvious to the Eyes 
and Ears; and it was done publickly, in the fight of 


all the People, who met there (upon this previous no- 


tice given to the Biſhop) to ſee the Miracles, whereof - 


152 were cur'd upon the ſpot. And there were not 
only feſtival days appointed upon this account, but a 
Fraternity enter'd into upon it. Tho' theſe two laſt 
Marks ſeem ſuperfluous, for the Miracle continues 
ſtill, and the Candle remains entire, in the ſame length 


and thickneſs, tho” ſo often lighted, and burn'd upon 


theſe feſtival days, for above 500 years together ; this 
is beyond not only our Author's Marks, but exceeds 
any thing he can produce. And this I doubt not but 


our Author very well knew, and therefore calculated 
his four Marks (as he has many other of his Books) to 

ſerve the Cauſe of Popery ; to which upon all occaſi- 

ons he appears to be ſo cordial a Friend. For if theſe - 
four Marks willMerve the turn, they are it ſcems the 
ars of the Beaſt, and Popęry has no more to do, than 


do put in for the true Religion, by ſnewing theſe four 


Marks at this day; and true Chriſtianity muſt then 
E 1 truckle 
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t ruckle to Romiſh Infallibility, appearing in theſe four | 


Rules laid down by our Author. And that this was 


{is Intention by inventing this Syſtem, can ſcarcely 
be doubted by auy that conſider this Author's Princi- 


ples, whichare perfectly Popiſh, and are ſeen not only 


interſpers'd in all his Compoſitions in general, but par- 


ticularly in his appearing at the head of a Popiſh Do- 
ctrine, viz. of the Sacrament of the Euchariſt's being 
a real Sacrifice, maintain'd by none hut H and 
ſuch as are violently ſuſpected to be that way inclin'd. 
We may obſerve alſo his Opinion of theſe Miracles of 
the Church of Rome, by what he ſays of them in this 


Bock (p. 46.) where he can find in his Heart to beſtow 
upon them no worſe a Name than that of Pious Cheats. 


As if fo much Villany contriv'd on purpoſe to ſerve 


the ends of Idolatry and Hypocriſie, could any way 
deſerve the Name of Pious, tho? with never ſo ſcanda- 


lous an Adjunct. And I think I may fairly leave it to 


the Reader, who is in the leaſt acquainted with this 
Man's Principles and Practices, whether he has not ad- 


vanc'd as far that way, and declar'd as much by his 
Writings and Actions, as any Man who does not o- 


penly profeſs Popery either can or dares do; tho'l 


think in nothing more than in theſe four Marks, which 
have been fo well receiv'd at Oxford and our Alma ma- 
ter, Who might juſtly take it amiſs, and think it too 


great a Reflection upon their Judgments,if we ſhould 


not allow them to underſtand the deſign of theſe four 
Marks, for which they ſo readily and liberally joyn'd 


in their contributional Acknowledgements : For it is 


moſt certain, that the Papiſts deſire nothing more than 


that the whole ſtreſs of the Argument ſhould' be put 


upon Miracles ; and as I once heard of a certain Coun- 


tryman of our Author's, who, in a Cauſe wherein he 
was concern'd, iftrutted his Councel, that whatever 


el ſe he omitted, he ſhould be ſure to order matters ſo, 
that the Swearing part might be of his ſide ; ſo has this 


Advocate for his Frignds and Clients the Papiſts taken 


ſpecial 
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ſpecial care that the weight of the Controverſie ſhould 
depend upon Miracles; very well knowing, that Po- 
pery would eaſily out-go all other Pretenders upon 
that Foot, and win the Prize of Certainty and Infalli- 
bility from them all. For as to theſe four Rules, eve- 
ry body that has ſeen and obſery'd any thing in thoſe 
Countries,muſt know, that they are to be found in al- 
molt every Town or Village: For what elſe is the 
meaning of thoſe Crutches, Artificial Hands, Feet, 
Legs, Arms, and other Members of the Body, that are 
daily hung up in their Temples by way of devotional 
Gratitude,and in memory of the miraculous Cures that 
have been done upon their Prayers to the Saiuts and 
Martyrs, or their devout Application to their Tombs 
and Relicks. And we very well know, that in almoſt 
every great City there are public Prayers and Proceſ- 
ſions ſaid and perform'd,upon the Revolution of a cer- 
tain term of Years (like the ſecular Games of the old 
Romans) in memory of ſome extraordinary Miracle, 
publickly ſhew'd in the view of all the People, by ſome 
Saint, Statue, Relick, conſecrated Hoſt, ec. Their 
Legends and Church Hiſtories are fill'd for the moſt 
part with ſuch ſort of Narratives,and there is no tra- 
velling many Miles in any Popiſh Country, without 
meeting Churches, Chapels, Tombs, or other Monu- 
ments erected in Memory of extraordinary Miracles 
perform'd by their Saints and Martyrs, the Regiſters 
whereof are kept in thoſe particular Churches, con- 
taining the whole proceſs of theſe Miracles, and When, 
and how they were done, in the public view of the 
People; and an Anniverſary Feaſt kept ever ſince in 
that Pariſh upon the ſame Account. How theſe groſs 
Falſities come to be impos'd upon the People at firſt, 
may be matter of wonder to a great part of the World, 
who are unacquainted with the Bold neſs and Diaboli- 
cal Impudence of the Prieſts, and the great power and 
dreaded influence they have over the poor enſlav'd 
Laity in thoſe Countries; which not only encourages, 
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put enables the Priefts, at any time, or any place, or 
upon any occaſion where it ſerves their Intereſt, to ſet. 
upa Miracle in all its Forms and Atteſtations. For 
theſe Legendary Miracles are never thorowly and nar- 
rowly inſpected, even by thoſe who poſbbly could diſ- 
cover the Impoſture ; and even the Magiſtrates them- 
ſelves, if we ſhould ſuppoſe them able to do it, and 
willing in their own Minds, yet durſt not appear in 
appoſition to theſe Practices, for fear of drawing the} 
Hate and Revenge of the whole Clergy upon them : 
Therefore when the Prieſts, who have gain'd the Mul- 
r':ude on their ſide, have a mind to perpetuate a Mira- 
cle, tbere will be no oppoſing the Torreht without be- 
ing born down by it; nor contradicting it. without thc 
loſs of one's Life. Therefore, in ſuch Uaſes, tho 
who arg moſt prudent and politick (from whom ont 
we can expect tbe Detection) either keep ſilence, 1 
make a ſhew of believing them, by joyning with the 
NMultitude; in the mean time, the Miracle is eſtabliſt'd 
in allits Forms, not only with the Author's four Marks, 
but with fourſcore more, if it be thought needful: And 
ſome Ages afterwards, there appear grave Authors, 
who tell us, That theſe things were done 11 the pre- 
{ence of 10-0 Perſons, whereof none as we can find did 
ever contradict it; and fo far they may ſay true, with- 
out conſidering, that this want of Contradiction may 
as well be an Awzument rather of the Wiſdom and Po- 
icy of thoſe who ka have contradicted it, than of 
the Trath of what they. did not contradict. I would 
not undertake to give an Account of all the Ways and 
Means, whereby Impoſtures of this kind obtain Credit 
amengſt the ignorant part of Mankind; I ſhall only 
9bierve, that there is a difference between the Means 
and Axtifices that are made uſe of to ſet up, and eſtabliſh 
a Miracle pretended to be done at the fame time, and 
the reviving, or diſcovering a Miracle ſuppos'd to be 
done fyme Ages before. The firit kind is perform'd: 
for tlie moſt part after the manner ] have already Pine 
. | BA ted; 
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ted; and thoſe of the latter kind, tho? they are ma- 
nag'd and brought to light by the Cheats and Artifices 
of the ſame Perſons, yet ſtill it is in a different method, 
and quite another manner of proceeding; either by 
foregoing and producing ſome old Dormant Hiſtory, 
| which muſt be found by ſome extraordinary Provi- 
dence ; or by foiſting ſuch Narrafives into ſome new 
| Editions of the Books that were written in former 
| Times, which was no hard matter for thoſe who then 
had-the ſole management of the Manuſcripts before 
the Invention e or by pretending New Re- 
Jations to ſuch Prieſts, Hermits,Monks, &c. who were 
generally eſteem'd for SanQity, or by publiſhing Nar- 
| ratives of that kind, pretended to be taken from Au- 
| thentic Regiſters, in the Archives of ſuch and ſuch 
Churches, which, not being enquir'd into, do by length 
of time paſs for faithful and true Collections, and ſo 
to gain a general Credit. Or elſe theſe Relations are 
pretended to be found in the Tombs and Graves of 
Saints, wrap'd up in Lead or Wax, &c. So that the 
Prieſts will never want means or opportunities for 
Miracles of all kinds, adapted to all Purpoſes aud Cir- 
cumſtances whatſoever ; there being little clic to be 
conſider'd in the whole matter in order to underſtand 
it rightly, than who the Perſons are that make them, 
and what kind of People they are who believe them. 
Having produc'd - theſe Inſtances, I might apply 
them after the ſame manner as 1 have already done 
thoſe concerning Heatheniſm, but this would be affume | 
gere, and the Reader will do it for himſelf of courſe; 
beſides, I ſnould not be very forward of applying what 
is here ſaid of Popery in the ſame way as that of Heathe- 
niſin (from page 12,Gc.of tur Authors Book) for fear 
he ſhould agree with every thing that is there ſaid, on- 
changing the word Heatheniſm for that of Popery. 
For U cannot, conſidering all things, be otherwiſe per- 
{raded,but that this was the End and Aim he propos'd 
to himſelf by writing this Book : for his Syſtem es | 
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ſo directly ſerve their turns, that tis impoſſible he 
could be ſo blind as not to ſee it: for, as I have inſtan- 
ced in ſeveral Particulars that carry with them theſe 
four Marks, it will be eaſy for the Papiſts to ſay, That 
their Church had not only theſe four Marks accompa- 
nying the firſt Founders of it, in a viſible and power- 
ful manner, but that they have continued with her 
ever ſince, and to this very day do ſtill attend her, and 
diſtinguiſh her Miracles from all others; which plain- 
ly demonſtrates, that it is one and the ſame Church 
Mill, actuated by the ſame Spirit and Guilt of working 
Miracles, which Hereticks do not ſo much as pretend 
to. And if we ſhould anſwer them, that Miracles were 
ceasꝰ'd in the Church, they would preſently reply, not 
only that Miracles are as neceſſary now as ever they 
were, to diſtinguiſn the true Church, and Doctrine of 
chriſt, from the Confuſion of ſo many various Preten- 
ders; but that Jeſus Chriſt himſelf ſpeaks of greater 


Works to be done by thoſe who believe, than he had 


wrought, (John 14. 12.) E. W. page 21. And if he had 
been put to an Inſtance, he might have nam'd that 
of Arras, which not only exceeds the four Marks, but 
tranſcends any Miracle that was wrought by Chriſt or 
his Apoſtles, in its being a ſtanding and perpetual Mi 
racle. e oy 


I ſhall take my Leave of this Author, by obſer- 
ving, That it is no wonder ſuch a miſcreated Under. 
ſtanding as his ſhould be ſo far abandon'd, to embrace 
and comply with Popery, the vileſt, baſeſt, and moſt 
execrable of all Religions that ever were yet profeſs 
in the World ; who has ſo notoriouſly blunder'd in the 
moſt obvious and common Notions of Liberty and 
Property, as to peſter the Public with ſo many nanſe- 
ous Pamphlets and Papers, in the behalf of abfolute $/:- 
very and Arbitary Power. They both depend upon the 
ſame Principles; and whoſoever is capable of enter- 
taining heartily any one of theſe Notions, muſt necet* 
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ſarily fall at laſt into the other. Nor was it ever other- 
wiſe found by the Experience of. all the Parts of chri- 

endom, but that arbitrary Power and Tyranny in Church 
and State went hand in hand together. And therefore 
if any one of theſe ſhould ever find admittance into 
any State or Kingdom, it would moſt naturally, and 
unavoidably draw in the other after it. And if we 
ſhould conſider every particular Nation of Chriſtendom 
one by one, we ſhall find, that their Liberty and Hap- 
pineſs, in the State, is in a direct Proportion to the Free- 
dom they enjoy in their Churches, and Conſciences : So 
that theſe two are not only Twin-Brethren of the ſame 
extraction, and ſprung from the ſame commonparents, 
Violence and Ignorance, but are alſo ſworn Brethren, 
united in an indiſſoluble Bond of Politic as well as 
Natural Affection, and Conſpiracy, to root up and 
deſtroy whatever is good, fair, or deſirable amongſt 
Men. Theſe are the Dogs of Hell, that are let looſe from 
the Infernal Regions, to hunt and worry the Peace, Hap 

pine ſs, and Tranquillity of Mankind. Theſe are the 
Harpies that defile with their filthy odious Gripes 
whatever was deſign'd by G O D, or Nature, for the 
Pleaſure, Health, or Welfare of the poor ſubjected Laity; 
to whom may juſtly and literally be apply d the Saying 
of the Poer, 373 ˙» fl Dey 


\ \ Triſtius haud illis monſtrum; nec ſc evior ulla 
Peſtis, & Ira Deum, Stygiis ſeſe extulit undis. . 


Or rather the Saying of the Prophet Jacob, to Simeon _ 
and Levi: They are Brethren ;, Inſtruments of Cruelty are 

in their Habitations. Curſed be their anger, for it ts fierce, 
and their wrath, for it is cruel, &c. Gen. 49. 


I ſuppoſe,S;r,by this time you will not ſtand in need 
of any more Inſtances, or 2ny farther Arguments, to. 
convince you of your miſtake, either with reſpect to 

: the 
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the great judgment, and force of Reaſon in this Book, 
or to the true deſign and intention of its Author: 
And therefore F ſhall inſiſt no farther upon either. Bnt, 
| becauſe I have been hinting to you ſeveral Ways, and 
Means, how Mankind are deceiv'd in Matters of 
that Nature, I ſhall, for your farther Entertain. 
ment, conclude my Tetter with a Relation of two 
extraordinary Occurrences ; which, tho* they be 
of different kinds, will equally ſerve to convince 
you, how far the World is capable of being im. 
pos'd upon, in matters of plain Fact. The firſt of 
them I ſhall give you in Veſtegan's Words, who, in 

his Reſtitution of decay'd Intelligence, page 85. ſays thus: 
There came into the Town of Hamel in the Coun- 
try of Brunſwyc, an odd kind of Companion, who, 
for the fantaſtical Coat he wore, (being wrought 
with ſundry Colours) was called the Pyed Piper; for 
a Piper he was, beſides hisdther Qualities. This 
Fellow, forſooth, offer'd the Townſmen, for a cer- 
tain Sum of Money, to rid the Town of all the 
Ratts that were in it, (for at that time the Burg- 
hers were with that Vermin greatly annoy'd). 
The accord, in fine, being made, the Py'd Piper 
with a ſhrill Pipe went Piping thro' the Streets, 
and forthwith the Ratts vame all running out of 

the, Houſes in great numbers after him, all which 

he led into the River of Weſer, and therein drown- 
ed them. This done, and no one Ratt more pecr- 
ceiv'd to be left in the Town, he afterwards came 
to demand his Reward, according to his Bargain; 
but being told, That the Bargain, was not made 
with him in good earneſt, viz. with an Opinion 
that ever he could he able to do ſuch - a Fear, 
they cared not what they accorded unto, when they 
imagin'd it could never be deſerv'd, and ſo ne- 
ver to be demanded. Fut nevertheleſs, ſeeing he 
had done ſuch an unlikely thing indeed, they 
. 6 Were 
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were content to give him a good Reward, and ſo : 


offer'd him far leſs than he look'd for. But he 


© therewith diſcontented, ſaid, He would have his 


full Recompence, according to his Bargain; but 


they utterly denying to give it him, he threatned 


them with Revenge; they bid him do his worſt. 


Whereupon, he betakes himſelf again to his Pipe, 


and going thro? the Streets as before, he was fol- 


lowed by a number of Boys, out of one of the 
Gates of the City; and caming to a little Hill, 
there opened in the ſide thereof a wide Hole, in- 
to the which himſelf and all the Children, be- 
ing in number 130, did enter; and being entred, 
the Hill cloſed up again as before. A Boy, that 
being Lame, and came ſomewhat lagging behind 

the reſt, ſeeing this that happened, return'd pre- 
{ently back, and told what he had ſeen. Forth- 
with began great Lamentation among the Parents 


for their Children, and Men were ſent out with 
all diligence, both by Land and by Water, to 
enquire if ought could be heard of them; bur 


with all the enquiry they could poſſibly uſe, no- 
thing more than is aforeſaid could of them be 
underſtood. In Memory whereof, it was then or- 


dain'd, That from thenceforth no Drum, Pipe, 


or other Inſtruments ſhould be ſounded in the 


Street leading to the Gate thro* which they paſs'd > 
nor no Oſterie to be there holden. And it was 


alſo eſtabliſh'd, That from that time forward, 


in all Publick Writings that ſhould. be made in 


that Town, after the Date therein ſet down of 


the Year of our LORD, the Date of the Year - 


of the Going forth of their Children ſhould be ad- 


ded; the which they have accordingly ever ſmce = 
continued. And this great Wonder happened on 


the Twenty-ſecond Day of July, in the Year of 
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How this Stary came to obtain ſuch Univerſal 
Credit in thoſe Parts, I will not undertake to ſay; 
having upon Enquiry, found no Foot-ſteps of it in 
Hiſtory ; and therefore, conſidering that this was 
done in air Age of the greateſt darkneſs of Igno- 
rance and Superſtition, that ever yet overſpread 
the Chriſtian World, I ſhall leave it under the 
violent Preſumption that is due to Forgeries of 
this kind (iz. That the Prieſts had the chiefeſt 
Hand in the Coutrivancc). , And ſhall only obſerve, 
that ( tho? others are at Liberty*to think of this 
matter as they pleaſe) for my own part, I cannot 
(with the good leave of the four Marks that ap- 
pear moſt, flagrant in it) find any Reaſon to doubt 
of its being an Inipoſture. And tho” I cannot fo 
eaſily detect the Deſign or Intereſt of ſuch a Fraud, 
(unleſs perhaps, the common Proſpect of Advan- 
tage which the Church all- along reap'd from the be- 
lief of ſuch extraordinary Apparitions, &c.) yet! 
muſt ſtill be of the ſame Opinion, when I conſider, 
that the contrary Perſwaſion would reflect tootgroſs-. 
iy upon the Doctrine of Divine Providence, and in- 
trench too far upon the Mercy, Goodneſs, and Juſtice 
of GOD; and be tov ſtrict and literal an Inflicti- 
on of that Threatning, of Viſiting the Iniquities of 
te Fathers upon the Children, &c. which, all things 
conſider'd, ought certainly to be underſtood in the 
moſt tender and reſtrictive ſenſe imaginable ; and 
not to be thus exerted in its full latitude, upon the 
n and trifling Phenomena's of Ratts and Pyd 
Pipers. l e e 
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The next Inſtance is of much-more Truth and 
Certainty, and contains in it a farther Diſcovery 
of the impudEnt Aſſurance, and bold Attempts of 
the Clergy, upon the ealje Belief and too forward 
Snbmiſſion of the Laity. I ſhall here give it ou only 
in brief, and referr you, or your more ample Sati<- 
faction, to a Book lately Publiſh'd, and intituled, 
Prieſtcraft in Perfection, &c. where you will find a 
very remarkable piece of ſuppoſititious Practice, 
by ſome of our Proteſtant Divines in ENGLAND, 
in the Year 1593. The Caſe was this: The A# of 
Parliament Which ratifies and confirms the Articles of 
the Church of England, as they were agreed unto, and 
ſubſcrib'd by the Clergy of both Provinces in 1562; 
and afterwards reviv'd by the Province of Canter- 
bury in 1571, is in a very notorious manner vio- 
lated, and rendred of little or no Effect, by the 
Forgeries of our Prieſts, and their wicked Contri- 
vances to advance their Power and Authority over 
the Laity : Which appears beyond all Contradidi. 
on, from their adding and foiſting into the begin- 
ning of the 2oth Article this Popiſh and Enſlaving 
Clauſe, The Church has Power to decree Rites and Ce- 
remonies, and Authority in Controverſies of Faith, 

Which Clauſe was never eſtabliſn'd by Act of Par-- 
liament, nor mention'd in the Inprinted Book to 

which the Act referrs , nor to be found in the O- 

riginal ' Manuſcript of 1562, left by Archbiſhop Par- 

ker (who was Preſident of that Convocation) to Cor- 
pus Chriſti College in Cambridge, there now to be 
ſeen, fgn'd and fubſcrib'd by the Biſhops of ele- 

ven Dioceſſes, and the whole lower Houſe. Nor in 
another Original Manuſcript, left by the ſame Arch- 

biſhop to the ſame College, upon a Reyiew of them 

made by him and ten Biſhops of his Province in 1571, 

which was the Year the 44 of Parliament pa ſs'd: 
And yet, notwithſtanding all this, the Eccletiaſti-' 
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cal Governors of thoſe Times had the confidence, 
2 to publiſh, and impoſe upon the Wortd this ſcan- 
dalous piece of Forgery, contrary to moſt unde- 
niable Teſtimony, to flagrant Notoriety of Fact, 
to the conſtant permanent Evidence of their own 
* Manuſcripts, and all the Publick Impreſſions of the 
| Articles for twenty-two years together, from the 
1 firſt paſſing of the Ad, and this in a Proteſtant 
. Country, in a Nation that could boaſt ſo much of 
| its thorow Reformation from Popery ; and yet thus 
| to be openly palm'd upon by theſe Religious Jug- 
lers, with a Clauſe that has been the chief occa- 
ſion ofhall the Confuſions and Diſtractions that, 
is ENGLAND has ever ſince felt and ſuffer'd; 
I and this done at Noon-day, in the Face of the 
SUN, in Defiance of all Honeſty, Truth, and com- 
mon Ingenuity. Notwithſtanding all which, they 
ſucceeded in this moſt audacious Attempt, and have 
impos'd it upon the Ignorant and Prieſtridden 
People of ENGL AMD for above theſe hundred 
Years; ſo far beyond even the belief of a modeſt 
Layman,. that very few of the moſt diſcerning a- 
mongſt them were able ſo much as to ſuwpect the 
Forgery; the open and ſhameleſs Perpetration of it 
being a ſufficient Protection from all manner of Jea- 
louſie, amongſt honeſt and well-meaning People; 
till it was at laſt moſt particularly laid open and de- 
tected by the Author of the before-mention'd Diſ- 
courſe. If this be not a ſufficient Proof what the 
Laity is capable of ſuffering from the Prieſthood, 
to whom they had wholly ſurrender'd up. their 
Faith and Senſes, (Cui Credulitatem ſuam addixerat, 
as is ſaid of Alexander and his Prie:t Ariſt ander, Curt. 
Lib. 7.) nothing ſurely will ever be able to convince _ 
us. In this as well as other reſpects, we find them 
true Followers or Imitators of their Popiſh Predeceſ- 
ſors in the Reign of Richard the II. when they 8 
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the Impudence to Forge an A. of Parliament for 
the deſtruction of Hereticis, ſaid by them, in the 
Title, to be made in the Parliament at Weſtminſter 
Quinto Regis; which Impoſture was diſcover'd in 
tde next Seſſion of Parliament, and this Ad of theirs 
declar'd to be Null and Void. We ought not there- 
fore to be ſurpriz'd at the many Forgeries of Mi- 
racles, or any other Artifices of the Prieſts, in 
abuſing the Credulity of the poor deluded Church 
and Flock of Innocent Chriſtians, to ſerve the 
Intereſt of their Power, Avarice, and Luxury; 
ſince we find, that Popiſh Methods, tho' never ſo 
formally baniſh'd from the Church, will by inſen- 
ſible , degrees inſinuate it ſelf into it, and bring 
along with it all its Artifices, and Tyrannous Pro- 
jets ; according to the Judicious Obſervation of a 
Learned Author, Papatus inſeparabilis ab Eccle- 
ſta. | 2 | „ . | 


And now, Sir, having thus endeavour'd 
deſtruere aliena, by diſcovering and laying o- 
pen the falſe Arguments and pernicious Defigns 
of this Author, under the mask and pretence 
of Zeal for Religion, the next thing I ſhall ſer 
my ſelf about, ſhall' be ponere noſtra, in ſer> 
ting forth in its full Light and Evidence the 

 S/tew I propos d to your Conſideration, which 

I take to be the only firm and ſolid Baſis upon 

which the Chriſtian 1 is founded, and 

by which alone we ſhall be able to oppoſe and 
elude the Arrifices, and Subtilties of Deiſts, 

Prieſts, eus, Papiſts, and all manner of Gaz- 

ſayers. This is what I promis d, and jhall, I $ 

doubt not, in a reaſonable time perform, to 1 
og aa art xa co rel | 
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your and all ſincere Chriſtians Satisfaction. Mean 
while, 1 am not without Apprehenſions (as I 
hinted at the beginning ) That, becauſe the 
Book I have anſwer'd was profeſſedly written à- 
gainſt the Deiſts, Imight by the Malicious Sag- 
ge ſtaons of forme, and the two unwary Prejudi- 
ces of others, be repreſented as one that either 
ſupports or favours the Principles of Deiſm: 
Ard tho? you have all along known me better, 
and your thorow acquaintance with my Converſa- 
tion, and Principles, ſufficiently ſecures me from 
any ſuch Imputation in your Opinion, yet 1 
will not expect to be altogether free from the 
raſh and inconſiderate Cenſure of others, wt:1 
reflect not, that tho' thisBook is ſeemingly directen 
againſt the Deiſte, its true tendency. and deer 
is no leſs than the Iatroduction, and Eftahliith. 
ment of Pape: y amongſt us: and that his Argiu- 
ment would as well ſerve the purpoſes of anct 
ent and modern Gextiliſm; to all which Impoſtures 
he betrays the Chriſtian Religion, by telling us, that 

his four Marks cannot poflibly meet in any Im- 
poſture at all; whereby he has wholly given up 
the cauſe of Revelation to the Deiſts, and fo not 
made the Deiſt, but the true Chriſfian Believer, 
his only proper Adverſary: And this, no doubt, 
is the Reaſon why no Deiſt has all this while 
thought fit to anſwer the Arguments and Ob- 

jections of this Book. And had he attempted 
it, he would without Queſtion haue taken ano- 
der Qourſe, and purſued a quite contrary Me- 
thed than I have done. For, beſides the compa- 
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ring the four Marks with Misses © out of Hea- 


then Hiſtories, and Popiſh Legende, he would 
have ſet himſelf to the demoliſhing of every 
part of our Author's Fabric, and ( accordipg to 
his Cuſtom aud Principles) have deny'd, and 
endeavour'd to diſprove. the Evidence of all Fit 
racles, either in the Moſaic, Chriſtian, or any 
Religion whatſoever ; which he would, to his 
belt abilities, have "repreſented as common 


Cheats and [mpoſtures ; -. and would fo far have 


entred into a nice and critical Diſquiſition of the 
7 weight, and authenticneſs of the Books 
the "ol and New Teſtament, as to have ren- 

a. as far as in him lay, both ſpurious 
and incredible; and conſequently no compe- 
tent Witneſſes of What they relate, either con- 
cerning Miracles, or any other extraordinary 
Accounts, or {upernatural Occurrences contain'd 
in Reveal'd Religion. And tho' our moſt holy 
Faith be built upon an impregnable Rock, and 
ſufficiently ſecur'd againſt all the Batteries 

of D EIS M, or any other Inſidelity; yet 
certainly he muſt have gain'd the beiter of | 
our AUTHOR in this Argument, if he 
had only made it appear, That the Chriſtian 
Religion is founded upon the ſame bottom 
with all other Religions that are univer{ally 
acknowledg'd to be Impoſtures. But i: is not 


his Buſineſs to have this Argument confuted, 


which more vilifies and expoſes the Chriſtian 
Religion than ever he was able to do himſelf. 
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And therefore, having gain'd his Point, he 
is contented to fit ſtill, and inwardly ſmile, to 
ſee his Apiſh Adverſary Dancing Naked - in dle 
Net of his own Ignorance and Self- conceit; 
where I ſhall for the preſent leave him, and 
ſubſeribe my Self 3 


* = 


* 


be," 


nf) 
2 


n 
r 
N 


8 
= "5 


1 
e 


N 61 A e + if 8. n * . * 5 N ; 
2 * SW , * 0 in "I . 2 * 2 Ou * 4 * : * 7 * » *- YI . — 
# Q 
” 
= 
» 
” 


